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policies naturally produced first the Franco-Russian alliance of
1893, an(i then the Anglo-French entente of 1904, which had been
supplemented by a much less firmly assured Anglo-Russian
entente in 1907. These ententes were not alliances. They did
not bind Britain to go to war with Germany in any particular
circumstances., but the arrangements made with France in the
years following the Anglo-French entente put us under a very
strong obligation to support France if she was involved in a
German war. The most important of these was the naval agree-
ment of 1912 by which the British navy took entire charge of the
defence of the North Sea and English Channel, while the French
navy took entire charge of the defence of the Mediterranean
against the fleet of Germany's ally Austria. If France was
involved in war with Germany, it would be very difficult for
Great Britain to leave the French Channel ports undefended while
the French fleet was steaming back from the Mediterranean.

Attempted Anglo-German Entente, Even after Agadir the
British government did not despair of coining to an amicable
settlement with Germany. Why should we not approach her
with proposals similar to those with which we had approached
France and Russia, namely a settlement of all existing points
of conflict? Germany welcomed this proposal. The chief point
of discussion was the Persian Gulf. The British had interests
there, more particularly the pipe-line bringing oil from the Persian
oil-field, which was the principal source of supply of the British
navy. Germany's interest was that she was building a railway
through the then Turkish province of Irak down to the Persian
Gulf. A settlement of British and German claims in the Persian
Gulf apparently satisfactory to both parties was reached in the
spring of 1914. Britain's object was to avert a European war:
Germany's object was to secure British neutrality in a war she
had already determined on. Germany at the same time pressed
a proposal that both Britain and Germany should undertake to
remain neutral if either was involved in war with another Euro-
pean power. This we could not undertake. It would bind us
without binding Germany, because we were not in the least
likely to be involved in war with any European power except
Germany herself,

Austria and Turkey,  The German Drang nach Osten depended